CHAPTER   XVH

LITERATURE

We shall now discuss below the works of Kalidfisa themselves and the scknces
other literature cited in his \vritings. No study of literature furnished by
the poet can be complete which ignores the invaluable literary treasure which he
himself has created. Therefore a study of what he himself produced becomes al-
most imperative at the outset and we consequently must start with a discussion
of his own works.

Works of kidliddsa

These works bear ample testimony to his considerable acquaintance
with the Vedas, the philosophy of the Upanisads, the Bhagavadgjtd, the Pur-
anas, the philosophical systems of the Sankhya, Yoga, Vedanta, Mimamsa and
Nyaya, medicine and astronomy and to works on polity and other sciences* For
the sake of clarity and convenience we shall divide our study in this chapter
between two sections, namely. Internal and External literature. Internal litera-
ture is obviously the poet's works whereas the external one is that reflected in
the same. We shall proceed first with the former. -

Of a score of works ascribed to his authorship only the following seven may
be authentically proved to have been the production of his genius. They are:
the Abb/jndtw Sdkuntahi^ Vikramorva$ly Mcihirtkagnhmtra^ R^/;///w/}jv7, Megbadfifa,
Kiimdrct Siwtbhava and T&xsatfjhdra. Of these the first three are plays and the rest
four epics and short lyrical poems. We shall treat them individually.

Sdknntala

y the foremost in the whole range of the
Sanskrit dramatic literature. It has been pronounced by the greatest masters of
the art of dramaturgy as one of the best works of the literatures of the world. The
genius of the poet has been remarkably displayed in this work in his treatment of
the admirable graces of poetry, in the exquisite description of nature, in the
melody of the rhythm, in the lucid simplicity of his language, in the grand concep-
tion of his ideas and in the pathetic grace with which the various scenes are de-
picted. The piece is a ndtaka and contains seven Acts. Its theme has been drawn
from the Mabdbhdrata but it deviates at several places from the narrative of its
source. The pathos and tenderness of the grief of the heroine is portrayed with
consummate skill. Her attachment to her comrades, lower animals, trees, creep-
ers, the sorrow of separation felt by the sage Kanva, have so much life in them
that they cannot fail to win for the immortal bard" undying fame and monumental
glory in dramatic skill and poetic diction.